
Faculty Council 

School of Public Health and Health Professions 

Meeting Minutes – March 24, 2009 

 

Present:   Marc Kivinemi, Jennifer Temple, Greg Homish, Jihnhee Yu, Atif Awad, 
Jim Lenker, Carole Rudra 

Meeting started at 3:00 pm 

Adjourned at 3:40 pm 

Update on faculty senate representatives: Marc will discuss ways to recruit faculty 
senate representatives at the next executive council meeting. 

Site visit forum: Dale Fish has said that the final self-report will be submitted 4/4; anytime 
after that is fine for a school-wide forum to prepare faculty for the CEPH accreditation 
site visit. Marc will suggest dates to Dale.  Potentially good dates suggested by council 
members are the weeks of 4/20 or 4/27, or Friday 4/17 after the Saxon Graham lecture. 

Update on gender bias issue: The Provost released a response to the ad hoc committee 
report on gender bias in tenure and promotion. At an open forum on 3/17 attended by 
Marc, Pavani, and Carole, members of the ad hoc committee reviewed his response and 
circulated a petition for faculty signatures to ask the faculty senate to address the report 
and response at a future meeting. Atif reported that the ad hoc committee also 
presented their data to the UUP health sciences chapter. The issue will potentially come 
up at the upcoming town hall meetings hosted by President Simpson. Dean Kozlowski is 
aware of the issue. Faculty council members do not feel that we need to act on this 
issue, other than continuing to be aware of it. 

Tobacco industry funding policy: Mike Cummings submitted a question for Lorraine 
Collin’s recent research forum regarding whether there should be a school or university-
wide policy prohibiting the use of tobacco industry funds for research. The issue has 
been presented to the Academic Health Center, and their current position is to table it 
until the proposed school-wide smoking ban is resolved. As there wasn’t sufficient time 
during Lorraine’s forum to address Mike’s question, he asked that the faculty council 
consider the issue; specifically, whether the school should issue a statement. Members 
decided that there was no need to pursue this because there are already plans to 
address it at the university-wide level. 

Elections: Marc was unanimously elected as faculty council president for 2009-10. Jenn 
was unanimously elected as secretary. 

Thoughts for next year: Atif suggested that the council invite the chair of the medical 
school’s faculty council to a meeting next year, to get ideas on future activities. 
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