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AGE APPROPRIATE VOCABULARY 
AND SYMBOL SETS: INTRODUCTION

NEED

Adults who use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies want the opportunity to work and 
be valued as contributors to their communities1,2. They want to have access to basic and higher education to 
prepare for the valued roles of adulthood. They also want to express themselves as responsible adults, and to 
manage their personal activities within multiple social contexts, including those related to health care, safety 
and transportation. With these objectives, diverse vocabularies, AAC devices, and services are important to 
enhance full participation and the achievement of these goals3,4.

AAC solutions are needed for adults to participate in their social roles. Many AAC products and resources 
support various communication needs of children, however, often do not address specific adult roles and 
situations. In addition to words that are commonly used, adults who use AAC require words and symbols to 
express individual opinions and beliefs. They require quick and easy access to a wide range of vocabulary and 
symbols that are unique to each role and that can be used in various situations.  They also require services to 
assist with implementation in diverse environments.

SOLUTION – NEW ADULT VOCABULARY SETS

A national researcher, Diane Nelson Bryen, PhD, Professor Emerita at Temple University, recognized this need 
and developed a solution!  

AAC Vocabulary for Socially Valued Adult Roles are vocabulary sets to enable participation in socially-valued 
adult roles. Each set includes an extensive list of vocabulary words (Figure 1). The vocabulary sets include: 

 • College Life
 • Emergency Preparedness
 • Employment
 • Sexuality, Intimacy, and Sex
 • Reporting Crime and Abuse
 • Managing Personal Assistance Services
 • Managing Health Care, and
 • Managing / Using Transportation

Descriptions of the vocabulary sets can be found in the Appendix. The vocabulary lists and additional 
information related to each set can be found on the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University website at 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/ (see page 5 for downloading instructions). The full College Life 
Vocabulary Set is also in the Appendix. 

 1  http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/RESEARCH.shtml

 2  Diane Bryen (2008) “Vocabulary to Support Socially-Valued Adult Roles”, Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 24:4, 294 
— 301

 3  David McNaughton And Diane Nelson Bryen (2007) “AAC Technologies to Enhance Participation and Access to Meaningful Societal 
Roles for Adolescents and Adults with Developmental Disabilities who Require AAC”, Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 23 (3), 
pp. 217 – 229

 4  Diane Nelson Bryen (2006).“Job-Related Social Networks and Communication Technology”, Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication, 22 (1), pp. 1 – 9 1



Figure 1: Example of Vocabulary Sets – taken from Vocabulary to Support Socially-Valued Adult Roles by Diane 
Nelson Bryen, Ph.D., 2008 Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 24 (4). p298.

Importance for Clinicians

This research and the resulting vocabulary sets:
	 •	 enhance	direct	service	with	research-based	tools	
	 •	 pave	the	way	for	clinician	participation	in	further	development	of	adult	AAC	resources
	 •	 support	the	need	for	adult	service	provision	in	diverse	environments
	 •	 provide	direction	for	transition	services	for	transition-age	students	who	use	AAC
	 •	 challenge	clinicians	to	advocate	for	more	accessible,	efficient,	and	satisfying	AAC	communication

Age Appropriate Vocabulary Symbol Sets

Graphic symbols and icon sequences	in	two	useful	symbol	sets	that	correspond	with	some	of	the	vocabulary	
lists are also available. The Adult Vocabulary Resource Table in the Appendix provides information on the 
availability	of	the	generated	symbol	sets	for	each	vocabulary	set	on	the	website.	The	symbol	sets	include:

•	Picture	Communication	Symbols	(PCS)™
PCS	for	the	College	Life	vocabulary	set	(Figure	2)	can	be	found	at	http://disabilities.temple.edu/
aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_PIC.shtml	and	downloaded.	They	can	also	be	found	in	the	Mayer-Johnson	PCS	2008	
Library	Addendum	(purchase	of	this	library	is	necessary	and	requires	Boardmaker	software	or	Boardmaker	
with	Speaking	Dynamically	Pro	version	5	or	6).	PCS	for	words	in	the	other	vocabulary	sets	are	marked	with	an	
asterisk	in	the	Library	Addendum	(see	Vendor	Resource	in	the	Appendix).		

•	Unity® 128 Symbols
There	are	Unity	128	icon	sequences	(Figure	3)	for	words	in	the	College	Life;	Health	Care;	Sexuality,	Intimacy,	
and	Sex;	and	Transportation	vocabulary	sets.	The	Unity	128	symbol	sets	can	be	used	with	all	Unity	based	
devices.	They	can	be	viewed	on	the	Institute	on	Disabilities	at	Temple	University	website	(http://disabilities.
temple.edu/aacvocabulary/index.shtml)	under	the	specific	vocabulary	set.
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Figure 2: Example of Picture Communication Symbols (PCS)™ 5 for the College Life vocabulary set taken from 
the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University website at http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/.

Figure 3: Example of Unity6 128 Symbol Set for the College Life vocabulary the Institute on Disabilities at 
Temple University website at http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/.

 5  The Picture Communication Symbols ©1981–2009 by Mayer-Johnson LLC. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Used with permission.   
Boardmaker® is a trademark of Mayer-Johnson LLC.

 6 Unity® is a registered trademark, in the USA, UK, and Canada, and the property of Semantic Compaction Systems.
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RESEARCH THAT GENERATED THE VOCABULARY SETS

Evidence Based - Consumer Driven Research 

Adults who use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies have goals that include attending 
college, being employed, having intimate relations, and living independently7. Bryen’s research was conducted 
to	specifically	assist	adults	who	rely	on	AAC.	To	identify	needed	words	in	the	adult	vocabulary	sets,	sixteen	
online focus groups were used. Participants were adult users of AAC with current or recent activities that 
involved the vocabulary topic being studied. They also included professionals with expertise working with adults 
who used AAC strategies. Discrepancy analyses were conducted on each vocabulary set. This was to determine 
whether graphic symbols or symbol combinations in each of the two popular symbol sets could represent the 
words in each generated set.  

As a result of this research:
	 •	 3000	words	across	the	topic	categories	were	generated	
	 •	 when	symbols	and	symbol	sets	were	compared,	variations	were	found	in	the	available	symbols	and		
  symbol sets that could represent each vocabulary word in each category
	 •	 none	of	the	symbol	sets	provided	for	100%	representation	in	any	of	the	categories
	 •	 manufacturers	of	the	symbols	and	symbol	sets	used	were	informed	to	facilitate	development	of	the		
  missing vocabulary.

Supports Evidenced-Based Practice

Current trends in practice emphasize evidence-based practices using interventions that are research based. 
The adult vocabulary sets are ready to be implemented in evidence-based practice:
	 •	 the	vocabulary	sets	can	be	used	with	any	AAC	device	or	communication	board
	 •	 clinicians	can	work	with	their	adult	AAC	speakers	to	choose	desired	vocabulary	from	the	sets	for	their		
	 	 specific	situations
	 •	 clinicians	can	use	any	evidence-based	approach	including	the	PICO	(Population,	Intervention,		 	
  Comparison, and Outcome) approach outlined on the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association  
  (ASHA) website - see http://www.asha.org/members/ebp/framing.htm. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS RESEARCH FOR YOUR WORK!!!

Dr. Bryen’s work grew out of research conducted by the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University in 
conjunction with the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Communication Enhancement (see 
Resources on page 13) funded by the National Institute on Disability Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR). 
Clinicians can learn more about the research and the vocabulary sets in the articles that are included in the 
Appendix.  
They include:
	 •	 Vocabulary to Support Socially-Valued Adult Roles by Diane Nelson Bryen, Ph.D.
	 •	 Why	“Employment,	Independence	Marriage	and	Sexuality?”	Because….We	Want	it	All!	By	Diane	Nelson		
  Bryen, Ph.D. and Bonnie M. Moulton, M.Ed., OTR/L; from http://www.temple.edu/instituteondisabilities/ 
  aacvocabulary/RESEARCH.shtml.
	 •	 Communication During Times of Natural or Man-made Emergencies by Diane Nelson Bryen, Ph.D. 

 7  http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/RESEARCH.shtm
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MORE ABOUT AGE APPROPRIATE VOCABULARY
AND SYMBOL SETS

ACCESS / DOWNLOAD THE VOCABULARY SETS

Go to: http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/
This is the website of the Institute on Disabilities at 
Temple University. There is a link to each vocabulary 
set on this webpage.

Scroll down the page to read information related to the 
vocabulary sets.  

Click on the desired vocabulary set.  

 (Example: click College Life or the 
 College Vocabulary Set)

Scroll down to read information about the desired 
vocabulary set.  

 (Example: At College Life, you will see information  
 about the College Life Vocabulary Set and links to 
 the vocabulary set, the Unity 128 Icon Sequences, 
 and the Mayer-Johnson PCS)

 (Click the Full College Vocabulary Set)

Scroll down to see the vocabulary words which are 
listed alphabetically.   

Copy individual words to insert or program into the 
AAC device or communication board being used.

The entire list can be copied and pasted into a word 
processor for easy retrieval of the words as needed.  
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ACCESS / DOWNLOAD THE VOCABULARY SETS

For graphic symbols or icon sequences, click the link in 
the specific vocabulary set.  

Example: At College Life, click Mayer-Johnson Picture 
Communication Symbols (PCS).

Right click the desired graphic symbol and click copy.  
Paste or import the symbol into your board or screen.  

To copy the word and the graphic together, select both 
the word and the graphic symbol.  

Right click on the selection, then click copy. Paste or 
import the symbol into your board or screen.

To save the symbols and icon sequences for quick re-
trieval, right click on the symbol, then click “save as”. 
The symbol can be named and saved within a speci-
fied folder.

Clipart

Clipart and images are increasingly popular options for AAC displays and can also be used with vocabulary 
words. Clipart found at http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/clipart/default.aspx is provided for personal, non-
commercial uses. You can search for a specific word, or click on a desired category. The desired clipart can be 
copied and pasted or imported into the communication board or device.

6



USE THE VOCABULARY SETS:

Select Relevant Vocabulary 

Currently there are very few AAC vocabulary lists for adults. The comprehensive vocabulary sets will expand the 
capacity of adult users of AAC to interact in situations and environments that are important to them to partici-
pate and achieve their goals, and to ease stress when communicating. To facilitate goals, it is critical that clini-
cians guide their adult AAC users with meaningful choices of adult vocabulary and use. These can be utilized 
with other strategies to enhance communication.

Example: For a communication board to schedule study groups with 
classmates, words from the College vocabulary set were used.

Example: To create a communication board for participation in a 
group project, words from the College vocabulary set with Mayer-
Johnson symbols (PCS)™ 8 were used.

 8  The Picture Communication Symbols ©1981–2009 by Mayer-Johnson LLC. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Used with permission.
Boardmaker® is a trademark of Mayer-Johnson LLC.

Clinicians can:

Improve goals / services with 
evidence-based practice

Enhance adult
communication skills

Expand your expertise
and opportunities in adult 
communication

Identify new vocabulary for 
adult roles

Make informed decisions
related to adult conversations

Improve outcomes / promote 
quality of life for AAC users 
especially when participating 
in transition planning

Share new knowledge with 
your colleagues

Promote community
awareness related to AAC

7



Improve Services / Goals

According to ASHA, research related to demographics of AAC users “suggest that 8 to 12 people per 1000 
experience severe communication impairments that require AAC”9. With this information and population projec-
tions based on a US Census report10 for 2010, 2,481,872 to 3,722,808 people in the US will require AAC aids. 
Seventy-three percent of that population will be over the age of 19 and there are projections for these numbers 
to increase. It is for this population of adult AAC users that clinicians need relevant vocabulary lists and sym-
bols to provide the necessary services and tools to assist with daily communication.

Example: Board created using words from the Employment Vocabulary Set and clipart for a conversation with 
co-workers and with personnel employees regarding a 401K plan.

For more examples of vocabulary use, attend our forthcoming project webinar - see page 16 for webinar details.

 9  http://www.asha.org/research/reports/aac.htm

 10  Table 12: Projections of the Population b Age and Sex for the United States: 2010 to 2050 (NP2008-T12), Source: Population
Division, U.S. Census Bureau, Release Date: August 14, 2008 8



Expand Expertise

Clinicians can further expand their skills in assisting adult AAC speakers by learning more about the vocabu-
lary in each set and learning how others have used the vocabulary. This will assist with making more informed 
decisions regarding vocabulary use and how it can be implemented for various roles. Application of the adult 
vocabulary sets with new mainstream technology devices, alternate AAC approaches, and new AAC device 
features can assist clinicians with determining how these devices can be used in various adult situations to 
facilitate communication.

Example: Board created using the College vocabulary set and clipart for a PDA regarding a Math exam.

As a Resource for AAC Strategies

We foresee the application of these adult vocabularies as a resource for various situations outside of as well 
as within traditional service areas. For example, the emergency communication boards that were developed 
(see Emergency Preparedness vocabulary set) can be used for communication related to emergency and safety 
by individuals who use AAC, and by those who are non-English speakers. These boards include the Emergency 
Communication 4 ALL—Picture Board for English, Spanish, and Haitian Creole language users, and the Emer-
gency Communication 4 ALL—Letter and Word Communication Aid board for English and Spanish users. The 
communication boards and tips related to communicating with those who need assistance can be downloaded 
at no cost from the Institute on Disabilities website at http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all.
shtml#index. The full communication board can be found in the appendix.

The AAC-RERC and the United States Association for Augmentative and Alternative Communication (USAAC) 
sponsored the development and posting of needed information both for people with complex communication 
needs and for first responders. You can view this important information by going to http://aac-rerc.psu.edu/
index-46053.php.html.  

9



Example: Emergency Communication 4 ALL—Picture Board11 in English

Example: Emergency Communication 4 ALL—Picture Board in Spanish

 11  The Picture Communication Symbols ©1981–2009 by Mayer-Johnson LLC. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Used with permission.   
Boardmaker® is a trademark of Mayer-Johnson LLC. 10



MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!!

Enhance Direct Service

	 •	 download	the	vocabulary	sets	and	symbols	and	symbol	sets	for	easy	access	(see	page	5	and	6	for		 	
	 	 download	instructions)
	 •	 print	each	set	for	quick	reference	to	all	words	
	 •	 learn	how	to	add	the	vocabulary	words	to	multiple	AAC	devices	to	enable	use	by	all	users
	 •	 utilize	innovative	resources	including	clipart,	graphics,	and	photos	to	match	vocabulary	words
	 •	 develop	customized	communication	boards	for	any	or	all	of	the	8	vocabulary	sets	
	 •	 determine	specific	places	where	the	vocabulary	sets	will	be	used	and	how	they	will	be	implemented		 	
	 	 especially	in	school	and	work	environments
	 •	 request	input	from	AAC	users,	parents,	caregivers	and	friends

Start Early

	 •	 work	with	school	IEP	teams	to	ensure	that	these	adult	vocabularies	and	clinician	AAC	services	to	assist		 	
	 	 with	use	are	stated	on	your	students’	IEPs	and	implemented	when	still	in	school
	 •	 work	with	the	vocational	rehabilitation	agencies	to	support	AAC	services	as	they	transition	to	post	school		
	 	 environments	and	activities	and	to	support	employment	options

Facilitate Development

	 •	 Interact	with	Manufacturers	(see	Vendor	Resources	in	the	appendix)	to:
	 	 	 m	 request	symbols	and	symbol	sets	not	yet	available
	 	 	 m	 request	development	of	ready	to	use	communication	boards	with	adult	vocabularies	
	 	 	 m	 help	develop	vocabularies	for	other	valued	adult	roles
	 	 	 m	 translate	vocabularies	to	other	languages	
	 	 	 m	 assist	clinicians	and	AAC	users	with	easy	access	to	tools	for	enhanced	communication
	 	 	 m	 write	a	letter	to	manufacturer	content	teams	(see	Vendor	Resources)	saying:
	 	 	 	 n	 need	the	adult	vocabulary	words	added	to	their	AAC	devices	and	symbol	resources
	 	 	 	 n	 need	symbols	for	the	vocabulary	words
	 	 	 	 n	 need	premade	communication	boards	for	adult	situations
	 	 	 	 n	 to	expand	research	regarding	adult	AAC	vocabulary	and	implementation	

Influence Policy Makers

	 •	 Interact	with	ASHA	(see	Service	and	Agency	Resources	in	the	appendix)	to:
	 	 	 m	 advocate	for	further	research	and	development	of	adult	vocabularies	
	 	 	 m	 advocate	for	product	development	to	assist	adult	AAC	users	with	efficient	access	and	to	assist
	 	 	 	 clinicians	with	needed	resources	for	teaching	and	assisting	AAC	users
	 	 	 m	 advocate	for	more	intense	training	regarding	adult	vocabularies	and	communication	for:
	 	 	 	 n	 pre-service	providers	in	all	college	preparatory	programs
	 	 	 	 n	 service	providers	in	the	field
	 •	 utilize	the	vocabulary	sets	and	advance	evidence-based	practice	to	provide	informed	need	for	coverage		 	
	 	 of	services	for	adults	

Act

	 •	 become	familiar	with	competent	adult	users	of	AAC,	their	roles	in	daily	life,	and	the	specialized
	 	 vocabulary	they	need	for	success
	 •	 help	expand	and	develop	vocabularies	for	other	valued	adult	roles
	 •	 test	use	of	the	vocabularies	with	new	technology	tools	to	enable	use	of	current	technology	strides
	 •	 give	expert	input	for	development	and	refinement	of	adult	vocabularies
	 •	 get	input	and	feedback	from	adult	AAC	users	to	expand	use	for	multiple	social	situations
	 •	 become	involved	with	multiple	groups	that	provide	services	to	adults	who	use	AAC	devices	and
	 	 strategies	(see	Service	and	Agency	Resources)
	 •	 interact	and	participate	with	your	college	preparatory	programs	to	facilitate	education	regarding	the		 	
	 	 adult	vocabularies
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	 •	 interact	and	participate	with	your	college	preparatory	programs	to	facilitate	education	regarding	the		 	
  adult vocabularies

NEXT STEPS….

Expand Awareness / Use In Your Work Environment

	 •	 advocate	for	the	use	of	the	vocabulary	sets	in	your	workplace
	 •	 inform	clinicians,	educators,	and	other	service	providers	about	the	vocabulary	sets	and	uses
	 •	 collaborate	with	co-workers	who	are	also	working	or	involved	with	your	AAC	users
	 •	 provide	the	vocabulary	sets	to	parents,	caregivers,	and	friends
	 •	 provide	in-services	and	trainings	to	facilitate	use
	 •	 assist	with	emergency	and	evacuation	plans	for	AAC	users	who	you	support

Collaborate with Colleagues in the AAC field

	 •	 share	vocabularies	and	strategies	with	colleagues	providing	adult	AAC	services
	 •	 join	AAC	listservs	and	special	interest	groups	(see	appendix)	to	learn	from	others	
	 •	 utilize	resources	related	to	adult	vocabularies	(see	appendix)
	 •	 access	information	from	the	website	(http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/)

Expand Service Provision

Based on the need for these adult vocabularies, clinic opportunities include:

	 •	 transition	planning	for	a	wide	variety	of	postsecondary	situations	and	post	school	environments
   m work with school IEP teams
   m work with your state vocational rehabilitation agencies
	 •	 post-secondary	transition	to	work
   m work with your local colleges and state vocational rehabilitation agencies
   m work with job developers
	 •	 direct	service	at	jobsites	
   m work with employers
	 •	 work	with	wellness	and	health	programs
	 •	 consultation	with	employers,	educators,	colleges,	schools,	and	governmental	agencies
	 •	 work	with	public	service	and	community	service	providers
	 •	 playing	a	role	in	emergency	preparedness	to	facilitate	communication	with	people	who	have
	 	 communication	difficulties	or	whose	native	language	is	not	English

12



FURTHER SUGGESTIONS

Implementation Tips

	 •	 use	with	any	AAC	device
	 •	 use	in	systems	with	word	prediction
	 •	 use	with	any	communication	software

	 •	 add	words	to	software	tools	frequently	used	for	creating	communication	boards
	 •	 use	vocabulary	words	as	text	alone	or	together	with	symbols	or	graphics
	 •	 combine	words	with	frequently	used	picture	symbols	and	various	symbol	sets
	 •	 match	words	with	clipart,	pictures,	or	other	graphics	that	support	user	needs
	 •	 find	new	symbols	for	words
	 •	 minimize	the	need	to	type	words	out

	 •	 incorporate	words	into	phrases	for	quick	access
	 •	 create	customized	communication	screens	/	pages	or	boards	based	on	a	user’s	needs	for	specific	situations
	 •	 combine	with	other	vocabulary	and	strategies	that	individuals	who	use	AAC	approaches	find	beneficial
	 •	 combine	vocabulary	words	with	other	frequently	used	communication	pages

	 •	 use	with	other	available	resources	such	as	Powerpoint	and	Word	charts	often	found	in	educational	and		
  work settings to make communication boards and pages 
	 •	 expand	use	of	the	vocabularies	with	new	and	portable	technology	tools	to	facilitate	new	options	for
  communication

User Training

	 •	 maintain	high	expectations	for	your	AAC	users
	 •	 help	users	to	choose	appropriate	words	for	specific	needs	and	symbols	to	match	each	word
	 •	 assist	with	use	of	the	vocabularies	for	specific	school,	work,	social	and	personal	activities
	 •	 utilize	vocabularies	to	help	teach	about	adult	roles
	 •	 assist	users	with	application	within	new	environments
	 •	 ensure	that	needed	vocabulary	is	available	for	adults	who	use	AAC	strategies
	 •	 utilize	vocabularies	and	communication	boards	in	trainings	with	caregivers	and	friends
	 •	 use	the	vocabulary	sets	to	create	awareness	of	communication	difficulties	and	needed	vocabulary	in		
  various environments 
	 •	 use	to	create	awareness	of	adult	AAC	needs,	services,	and	abilities

13



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Forthcoming Webinar

Additional training is available through an on-line webinar that we will conduct for clinicians to assist with ways 
to utilize the vocabulary sets with adult AAC users. This will cover topics of interest such as how to use the 
vocabulary sets with different AAC devices, examples, and information related to implementation.

Technical Assistance Available

To	receive	assistance	related	to	the	vocabulary	sets	and	the	specific	AAC	devices	that	you	use,	please	call	us	
and we will direct you as to how to obtain support. Please address all inquiries to:
 
 Sue Arnold
 Project Staff Associate
 Center for Assistive Technology
 100 Sylvan Parkway, Suite 400
 Amherst, NY 14228
 Telephone: (716) 204-8606 ext. 200
 Fax: (716) 204-8610
 Email: smarnold@buffalo.edu
 Website: http://cat.buffalo.edu

Resources

RERC on Communication Enhancement
The Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Communication Enhancement (www.aac-rerc.com) funded 
by the National Institute on Disability Rehabilitation Research has multiple ongoing collaborative projects to 
develop technology for AAC and provides multiple resources on augmentative communication for adults. There 
are also archived pages from the AAC-RERC II (2003-2008) at http://aac-rerc.psu.edu/index-514.php.html.  

SUMMARY

Having	the	vocabulary	you	need	to	teach	and	assist	AAC	users	is	important	for	effective,	efficient	and	satisfying	
communication. Regardless of the AAC device, these vocabulary sets and available symbols should be a valu-
able resource in supporting communication in these and many other socially valued adult roles.
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VOCABULARY SET DESCRIPTIONS

College Vocabulary Set: This set contains words for more effective communication with fellow students, 
instructors, and others in a wide range of college activities (e.g. registration, academics, extracurricular college 
life as well as other important social components of college life such as organizations, housing, transportation 
within the college, and accessibility). It was developed with the input of eight individuals who rely on AAC and 
who are either currently attending college or who have attended college within the past 5 years. In addition, 
input in generating needed vocabulary was also provided by professionals serving at the college level and who 
were familiar with college students who use AAC such as faculty, advisors, and disability resources providers. 

Emergency Preparedness Vocabulary Set: Effective communication in times of man-made or natural disas-
ters is key to effective emergency preparedness, response, and management. However, those with significant 
communication disabilities are at particular risk because they may not have the vocabulary needed to effec-
tively communicate. Similarly, emergency first responders may not know how to communicate with people with 
complex communication needs. This set provides needed vocabulary for communicating in times of emergency.  
It was developed based on the structured input of both people who use AAC, and professionals who work as 
first responders in times of emergencies. Clinicians can use this with AAC users, and to provide education and 
support to emergency responders, hospitals, school, work and community disaster preparedness offices, and 
policy makers.

Employment Vocabulary Set: Successful employment requires more than skills and knowledge specific to a 
particular job. To interact with your boss, co-workers, supervisor, or customers, effective and efficient communi-
cation is essential. This places unique demands on individuals who rely on AAC technologies, especially where 
pre-programmed vocabulary and corresponding symbols are not available on a communication device or where 
an individual cannot effective and efficiently spell needed words. The Employment Vocabulary Set provides 
quick access to needed employment-related vocabulary and corresponding graphic symbols. 

Reporting or Telling about Being a Victim of a Crime Vocabulary Set: This vocabulary set has words to help 
AAC users how tell others if they have been a victim of a crime or abuse. People with disabilities, especially 
those who have significant communication disabilities, are often victims of crime or abuse. In fact, recent 
research suggests that they are more likely than their nondisabled peers are to be a victim of a crime. There 
are many reasons for this high incidence of criminal victimization, chief among them is the belief by perpetra-
tors that the victim will not tell; and if the victim does try to tell, she will not be understood and therefore not be 
believed. Many victims of crime who rely on AAC devices do not have the vocabulary needed to describe what 
happened to them. As a result, they fail to tell or report a crime. Failing to tell someone you trust what hap-
pened to you and who did it, or failing to report the crime to the police reinforces the perpetrator’s belief that 
he or she can continue to hurt you. With the capability to tell or report this information, personal safety can be 
improved. This can also be used to assist city, county and state police departments.

Health Care Vocabulary Set: This vocabulary set provides words to enhance effectiveness and efficiency when 
communicating with doctors or other health care professionals. Visiting a doctor’s office can make a user of 
an AAC device nervous, impatient, or even scared. They may have only a few minutes with their health care 
provider. This vocabulary can help to describe symptoms or ask precise questions about health care. It can also 
be used by hospitals; physician’s offices, pharmacies, and other services that are related.

Personal Assistance Vocabulary Set: This set provides vocabulary and graphic symbols to effectively com-
municate with an individual’s personal assistant. For many individuals who use AAC devices, personal assis-
tance services (also known as attendant care services) will be key to participating in many adult roles such as 
college, employment, traveling, and even managing health care. The ability to precisely communicate needs 
is necessary to get services and supports that they need and prefer. For example, if an individual wants to be 
transferred from the bed to the wheelchair, they will need to tell the assistant exactly how they want it done so 
that it is done safely and comfortably. Without the vocabulary needed to effectively direct personal assistance 
supports, it is likely that supports will not be provided in the desired manner. This set can also be used to 
inform Health Care Aide organizations who hire and place aides.

Transportation Vocabulary Set: This vocabulary set along with the symbol sets provides should enhance 
transportation-related communication. Traveling using a variety of modes of transportation depends on how 
accessible and reliable that mode of transportation is. This is especially true if both mobility technology and 
communication technology are used. This set can assist with (1) communicating where you want to go; (2) 
asking for directions and (3) communicating with others. This set can also be used with local transportation 
authorities and services.



COLLEGE LIFE VOCABULARY SET LIST



COLLEGE LIFE SET

A
Absent 
Absentee Ballot 
Academic Progress
Standards 
Access 
Accessible 
Accommodation 
Add or Drop 
Advisor 
Afternoon 
All-nighter 
Analyze 
Apartment 
Application 
Appointment 
Arena 
Assignment 
Assignment Book 
Assistant 
Athletic Facilities 
Award 

B
Backpack 
Bad 
Ball 
Bars 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Beer 
Bibliography 
Bills/Bill 
Binder 
Birthday 
Book 
Books 
Bookstore 
Borrow 
Breakfast 
Building 
Building Access 
Burned 
Bus 

C
Cafeteria 
Calculation 
Campus 
Cancellation 
Car 

CD-ROM 
Cell Phone 
Ceremony 
Certificate	
Chairperson 
Chalkboard 
Chancellor 
Change 
Check Out (e.g., books) 
Christmas 
Cigarette 
Class Names 
Class Requirement 
Class Schedule 
Classes 
Close 
Clubs 
Coffee Break 
College 
Compositions 
Computer 
Computer Access 
Computer Lab 
Concert 
Cooperate 
Counselor 
Cram (for an exam) 
Creativity 
Criteria 
Curriculum 

D
Dance 
Databases 
Deadline 
Dean 
Default 
Deferment 
Degree 
Department 
Describe 
Difficult	
Digital Drop Box 
Dining Hall 
Dinner 
Disability Services 
Discuss 
Discussions 
Disk 
Dissertation 
Doctorate 
Dome 
Dormitory 

Dorms 
Drink 
Drunk 
Due Date 

E
Easter 
Easy 
Eat 
Elective 
Elevator 
Eligibility 
Email 
Email Address 
Equation 
Essay 
Exam 
Explain 
Extension 
Extra Time 

F
FAFSA (student loan form) 
Fail 
Final Exams 
Financial Aid 
Financial Services 
Fine(s) 
Food 
Football 
Fraternity 
Free Writing 
Friend 
Friend(s) 
Function 
FWS 

G
Games 
Geography 
Gig 
Goal 
Going Out 
Good 
Gown 
Grade 
Graduate 
Graduation 
Grants 
Group 
Group Study Area 

H

Handbooks 
Handouts 
Happy Hour 
Health Center 
Help 
Hobbies 
Holiday 
Home 
Homework 
Honors 
House Mate 
Hung Over 

I
ID 
ID Card 
Informative 
Internet 

J
Journals 
Justify 

K
Keyboard 

L
Lab 
Laboratory 
Laptop 
Late 
Lecture 
Lecture Notes 
Lecturer 
Librarian 
Library 
Light 
List 
Loan Forbearance 
Loan Holder/Servicer 
Loans 
Lunch 

M
Major 
Map 
Mascot 
Mascot Name 
Matriculation 
Meal Plan 
Media Center 
Medication 
Mentor 



Midterms 
Minor 
Money 
Morning 
Mortarboard 
Mouse (computer) 
Movie 
Movies 
Music 

N
Name 
Name of College 
Nap 
Newspaper 
Next 
Nickname 
Night 
Nonfiction	
Note Taker 
Notes 
NSLDS 

O
Objectives 
Off-campus 
Office	
On-campus 
Online 
Oral Test 
Organization 
Orientation 
Outcomes 
Outside 
Overhead Projector 

P
Paper 
Parking Lot 
Parking Services 
Participation 
Party 
Partying 
Pass 
Pay 
PELL 
Pencils 
Pens 
Perkins 
PhD 
Philosophy 
Pieces 
Plagiarism 

PLUS 
Points 
Police 
Portfolio 
Postgraduate 
Powerpoint 
Powerpoint Presentation 
Prerequisite 
Presentation 
Professor 
Professor Names 
Project 
Promissory Note 
Pub 

Q
Quiz 

R
Read 
Reader 
Recreation Center 
Register 
Registration 
Remote Access 
Rent 
Repeat 
Requirements 
Research 
Research Paper 
Residential Advisor 
Results 
Return (e.g., books) 
Revise 
Rewritten 
Role-Play 
Roommate 
Roster 
Run 

S
Schedule 
Scholar 
Scholarship 
School Events 
Score 
Scribe 
Secretary 
SEOG 
Service 
Shop 
Shopping 
Sick 

Sleep 
Smokes 
Soccer 
Sorority 
Special Problems 
Sport 
Spreadsheet 
Spring Break 
Stadium 
Stafford (type of loan) 
Stage 
Stands 
Store 
Street 
Stress 
Student 
Student Activities 
Student Center 
Student Lounge 
Student Organizations 
Student Union 
Students 
Study 
Study Abroad 
Study Group 
Study Guide 
Study Space 
Study Time 
Subject 
Subordinated 
Subsidized 
Subways 
Supervisor 
Swear Words 
Syllabus 
Synthesize 

T
Table 
Tailgate 
Tape Recorder 
Teams 
Term Paper 
Text 
Textbooks 
Theatre 
Thesis 
Tickets 
Time Management 
Tired 
Today 
Tokens 
Tomorrow 

Track 
Track Meet 
Train 
Tram 
Transcript 
Transfer 
Transparencies 
Transportation 
Tuition 
Tutorial 
Tutorials 
TV 

U
Undergraduate 
University 
Unsubsidized 

V
Vice Chancellor 
Video 
Voting 

W
Wag 
Wasted 
Water Fountain 
Web 
Website 
Wedding 
Week 
Weekend 
What’s Up? 
Word 
Word Perfect 
Work 
Work Study 
Write 

X
- 

Y
Yearbook 
Yesterday 
Your Major 

Z
-
 

Downloaded from:
 http://disabilities.temple.edu/
aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_FULL.shtml



ARTICLES

Copies of the research articles: 

“Bryen, D. & Moulton, B.  (1998). Why “Employment, independence, marriage and 
sexuality?  Because … We want it all!” Proceedings of the 3rd Annual Pittsburgh 
Employment Conference for Augmented Communicators, Volume 6, Pittsburgh, PA:  
SHOUT Press.  Reprinted in (1999). Issues in Special Education and Rehabilitation, 
14(2). Also reprinted in Hebrew in ISAAC-Israel (2001).”

“Bryen, D.N. (2008). Vocabulary to Support Socially-Valued Adult Roles. Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication, 24(4), 294-301.” 

and “Bryen D. N. (2009). Communication during times of natural or man-made emer-
gencies. Journal of Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine: An Interdisciplinary Approach 2, 
123-129.” 

were provided in this section with previous permission from the publisher.



RESOURCES



EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION RESOURCES

The Emergency Communication 4 All Aids can be downloaded at http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/
e4all.shtml. They include:  
	 •	 a	full	Emergency	Preparedness	vocabulary	set
	 •	 an	emergency	picture	communication	board
	 •	 an	emergency	communication	letter	and	word	communication	board	

Tips for Communicating with Someone Who Needs Assistance can be downloaded at http://disabilities.temple.
edu/aacvocabulary/e4allTips.shtml

VENDOR RESOURCES:

DynaVox Mayer-Johnson

Picture Communication Symbols (PCS)
Mayer-Johnson PCS 2008 Library Addendum
Speaking Dynamically

2100 Wharton Street
Suite 400
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
Phone: 800-588-4548
Fax: 866-585-6260
Web site: www.mayer-johnson.com

For purchase information for 2008 Library Addendum:  
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html

For support related to adding and uploading vocabulary words and symbols or to request icons and symbols, 
contact:

Tech support phone:  800-588-4548
Email: mayer-johnson.ussa@dynavoxtech.com 
For letters: Send letters to tech support and ask to forward them to the content team
Web inquiries: http://www.mayer-johnson.com/contact/ 
Symbol Request: http://www.mayer-johnson.com/contact/symbols/

Prentke Romich Company

Unity Programs

1022 Heyl Road
Wooster, OH 44691
(800) 262-1984
Fax: 330- 263-4829
Web site: www.prentrom.com

For support related to adding and uploading vocabulary words and symbols or to request icons and symbols, contact:
 
Tech support phone:  800-262-1990
E-mail: service@prentrom.com
For letters: Send letters to Verda McGraw, Maps Manager
 800-262-1984 ext 242
 vmc@prentrom.com
Web inquires: http://support.prentrom.com/contact.php



SERVICE AND AGENCY RESOURCES:

ASHA

Join, help set goals, and advocate and interact with other clinicians that provide services to adults who use AAC 
strategies to implement the adult vocabularies.  
Contact information for related ASHA Special Interest Divisions:
	 •	 Division	12	-	Augmentative	and	Alternative	Communication	-	Coordinator:	Amy	S.	Goldman
  http://www.asha.org/Members/divs/div_12.htm 
  Division 12 is ASHA’s special interest division for AAC. It provides information on issues and concerns 
	 	 related	to	AAC,	news	in	the	field,	and	continuing	education.	It	has	an	email	list	as	well	as	a	newsletter		 	
  that provides extensive information related to AAC clinician needs and offers multiple opportunities for   
  collaboration.
	 •	 Division	10	-	Issues	in	Higher	Education	-	Coordinator:	Sarah	Ginsberg
  http://www.asha.org/Members/divs/div_10.htm 
	 •	 Division	16	-	School-Based	Issues	-	Coordinator:	Christine	L.	Freiberg
  http://www.asha.org/Members/divs/div_16.htm 
	 •	 Division	15	–	Gerontology	-	Coordinator:	Mary	Casper
  http://www.asha.org/Members/divs/div_15.htm 
	 •	 ASHA	Action	Center
  Members: 800-498-2071 
  Non-Member: 800-638-8255 
  E-mail: actioncenter@asha.org
	 •	 ASHA	Professional	Development	-	Request	continuing	education	ashaprofdev@asha.org

RESNA          

The Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America includes professionals from 
multiple	fields	including	Clinicians,	AT	Specialists,	Educators,	Counselors,	Suppliers,	Manufacturers,	Research-
ers and Environmental Resources. It has a special interest section related to Augmentative Communication, 
provides professional education and advocacy, and offers opportunities for collaboration related to AAC use 
and adult vocabularies. More information on how to become a member, join the listserv, join specialty and 
professional specialty groups and get involved with advocacy can be found at http://resna.org/.   



ADULT VOCABULARY SET RESOURCE CHART



 
 

Adult Vocabulary Set Resource Chart 
 

Vocabulary Set Component Websites 

 
College Life 

 
Full College Vocabulary Set 
 
Mayer-Johnson Picture Communication Symbols 
(PCS) 
 
Unity 128 Icon Sequences (draft) 

 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_FULL.shtml  
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_PIC.shtml  
 
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_UNITY.shtml  
 

   
 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

 
Full Emergency Preparedness Vocabulary Set 
 
Emergency Communication4ALL Picture 
Communication Aid English 
 
Emergency Communication4ALL Picture 
Communication Aid Spanish - download PDF 
 
Emergency Communication4ALL Picture 
Communication Aid Haitian Creole - download PDF 
 
Emergency Communication 4 ALL Letter and Word 
Communication Aid  
English - download PDF 
 
Emergency Communication 4 ALL Letter and Word 
Communication Aid  
 

 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/EMERGENCY_FULL.shtml  
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAid.pdf 
 

 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAidES.pdf 
 
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAidCREOLE02
010.pdf 
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepLetterWordAid.pdf 
 

 
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepLetterWordAidES.pdf 
 

   
 
Employment 

 
Full Employment Vocabulary Set 
 
Mayer-Johnson 2008 Picture Communication Symbol 
(PCS) Addendum Library  
 

 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/EMPLOY_FULL.shtml  
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_UNITY.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_FULL.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_PIC.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/COLLEGE_UNITY.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/EMERGENCY_FULL.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAid.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAidES.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAidCREOLE02010.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepPictureAidCREOLE02010.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepLetterWordAid.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/e4all/EprepLetterWordAidES.pdf
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/EMPLOY_FULL.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html


 
 

Vocabulary Set Component Websites 

Health Care Full Health Care vocabulary set 
 
Mayer-Johnson 2008 Picture Communication Symbol 
(PCS) Addendum Library  
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/HEALTH.shtml 
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 

   
Personal Assistance 
Service 

Full Personal Assistance  Vocabulary Set 
 
Mayer-Johnson 2008 PCS Addendum Library 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/ASSIST_FULL.shtml  
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 

   
Reporting or Telling 
of Being a Victim of a 
Crime 

Full Reporting a Crime Vocabulary Set 
 
Mayer-Johnson 2008 PCS Addendum Library  
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/CRIME_FULL.shtml  
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 

   
Sexuality, Intimacy, 
and Healthy Sex 

Full Sexuality, Intimacy and Healthy Sex Vocab Set 
 
Unity 128 Icon Sequences (Draft) 
 
Mayer-Johnson PCS 2008 Addendum Library 
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/SEXUALITY_FULL.shtml  
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/SEXUALITY_UNITY.shtml  
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 

   
Transportation Full Transportation Vocabulary  set 

 
Unity 128 Icon Sequences (draft) 
 
Mayer-Johnson PCS 2008 Addendum Library 
 
 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/TRANS_FULL.shtml  
 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/TRANS_UNITY.shtml 
 
Requires Boardmaker® Plus!, Boardmaker Plus Player or Boardmaker with 
Speaking Dynamically Pro version 5 or 6 
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-
symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html 

 

http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/HEALTH.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/ASSIST_FULL.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/CRIME_FULL.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/SEXUALITY_FULL.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/SEXUALITY_UNITY.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/TRANS_FULL.shtml
http://disabilities.temple.edu/aacvocabulary/TRANS_UNITY.shtml
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html
http://store.mayer-johnson.com/us/boardmaker-family/picture-communication-symbol-pcs-addendum-libraries.html



